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MotoGP 

New red mist... 

The first show of cards in MotoGP has been made 
and pre-season tests are over. Ducati have great 
reason to feel excited after Andrea Dovizioso 
posted the fastest lap-time (almost two tenths of a 
second quicker than the defending double cham¬ 
pion) with the new GP15. For the first time since 
2010 the Italians might be considered as threats for 
the top step of the MotoGP podium 

Photo by Ducati Corse Press 
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Limit-finding... 

Red Bull KTM’s Jeffrey Herlings may not be fully 
fit but the Dutchman has certainly been wringing 
the neck of his pre-production 250SX-F to win 
the first two Grands Prix of the year. Is Herlings 
proving a point? He definitely has everyone’s at¬ 
tention and another run of impressive MX2 stats 
now looks on the cards 


Photo by Ray Archer 
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Back to the heat... 

Can Kawasaki do the double in Thailand? Two 
weeks after Ryan Villopoto allowed the Green 
camp to exhale with his MXGP success in Nak- 
honchaisri the SBK wing of Kawasaki’s interna¬ 
tional racing effort now go into action for the se¬ 
ries’ first visit to the country at the Chang Circuit. 
Eyes will be on Jonathan Rea as he chases win 
number two, both for himself and the brand 

Photo by Graeme Brown 
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CERTIFIED AS PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 


l/E ITILATED 



THE NECK BRACE REDIFINED 



MAXIWEAVE CARBON 

INCREASED RIGIDITY & LOWER WEIGHT 



EASY ADJUSTMENT 

3-WAY, FOR BEST PERSONAL FIT 



360° STRIKE PLATFORM 


ALL ROUND SAFETY 


± 620 g / ± 22 oz 


FIT ONE AT A STORE NEAR YOU 








THERE IS A SENSE OF THE INEVITABLE ABOUT AMA 
SUPERCROSS NOW WITH RYAN DUNGEY AND MARVIN 
MUSQUIN ENSURING AN ORANGE VEIL HAS BEEN PLACED 
OVER THE TWO CURRENT CATEGORIES. FOR THE 450S JUST 
SIX EVENTS AND SEVEN WEEKS REMAIN AND DUNGEY IS 
LOOKING GOOD WITH A 45 POINT ADVANTAGE TO HAND KTM 
THE ONLY TITLE MISSING IN OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE RACING 
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By Steve Matthes 
Photos by Simon Cudby 
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his just in, the storm clouds have gath¬ 
ered, turned dark and it’s raining orange in 
American supercross. But then again, folks in 
Europe already knew that I suppose. The Red 
Bull KTM team of Ryan Dungey (450SX) and 
Marvin Musquin (250SX) won their respec¬ 
tive classes this past weekend in Indianapolis 
marking an incredible third straight weekend 
pulling the double. 

It’s remarkable really. Both riders are turning 
the 2015 Monster Energy Supercross series 
into a bit of a bore and there’s now way any 
of us ‘experts’ who follow the series thought 
we’d see this. Dungey’s reeled off three wins in 
a row and has an almost two-race lead in the 
series. And his wins have come pretty easily 
leading 48 out of the last 60 laps. It’s the most 
wins for Ryan in a series since his title year of 
2010 with five in the bag. In short, he’s almost 
better than ever. 

Musquin is also on another level going 1-2-1-1-1 
on the 250SX east coast and although GEICO 
Honda’s Justin Bogle has done well to prevent 
Marvin from having a huge points lead, this 
is Musquin’s title to lose. The two-time MX2 
World Champion hasn’t won a title in America 
yet (he came oh-so-close to winning the 2013 
250SX east coast title) but he’s won indoors 
and out and this is his time. A better indoor 
rider than outdoor, Marvin’s skill and technique 
is something special. A nice guy off the track, 
Marvin’s winning people over every time he 
stands on the top step of the podium. 

Although we all came into this series looking 
for a “best ever” one, we’re not getting it in 
2015 folks. Dungey, Musquin and Cooper Webb 
in the 250SX West series are rising to the top 
and taking away the bench-racing we thought 
we’d be doing. So now that we’ve gone on and 
on about the top riders, let’s take a look at 
some riders that would love to push the reset 
button eleven rounds in. 


Kenny Roczen: The RCH Suzuki rider went 1-2- 
1 in the first three races and looked to be the 
man to beat early on. The switch from KTM to 
Suzuki was very much agreeing with the Ger¬ 
man superstar. But then Oakland came and 
Kenny went 2.5 on a triple and hurt his ankle. 
He struggled with that for a while and we saw 
some big crashes along the way before he 
eventually did it in for good at Daytona. Roc¬ 
zen is now sitting out a few races to try and 
get it better but what had so much promise 
has fallen apart. 

Davi Millsaps: After a full year off the bike 
due to injuries, Millsaps surprisingly won the 
Monster Energy Cup in Las Vegas with a nice 
ride. Hopes were high for the Monster Energy 
Kawasaki rider coming into the real supercross 
season but he contracted an illness of some 
sort before the year and has struggled. We’ve 
never seen the #18 crash as much as he has 
and as of press time, he’s outside the top ten 
in points. It has not gone well at all. 

Justin Barcia: The JGR Yamaha rider was look¬ 
ing for a fresh start after years riding for Hon¬ 
da but it never really happened. Early on he 
scored one podium but he was off the back of 
the lead pack. Then he crashed hard practicing 
and has missed most of the races with bone 
fragments floating around his broken pelvis. 
The jury is out on this signing and Barcia’s got 
a lot to prove when he gets back. 

Dean Wilson: The Red Bull KTM rider can’t 
seem to stay away from major injuries. Wilson 
had a lacklustre start to the season but at the 
third round showed improvement, his first in 
the 450 class, in fighting towards a top ten. 
Unfortunately we wouldn’t be able to see if 
that was going to continue as Wilson crashed 
while practicing and tore his knee to shreds. 
Huge bummer for Dean and his crew. He’ll 
most likely be out for all of 2015. 
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Jeremy Martin: Huh? How could we put a guy 
that’s third in points and won a race into the 
‘reset’ bracket? Well it’s because this past 
weekend in Indy, he failed to qualify for a main 
event. Just like he did the past two years. The 
250MX champion is a great rider, his super¬ 
cross game is improved but to not qualify for 
a main event in a depleted field when you’re a 
factory Yamaha rider is unacceptable. Whatever 
it is, Jeremy’s got to figure out what mentally 
happens to him when he’s in the LCQ after a 
heat race crash. 

Martin Davalos: Davalos looked to have last 
years 250SX Eastern series on lock down until 
he suffered a practice crash due to a bike mal¬ 
function. A serious foot/ankle injury from that 
crash and a new team (Rockstar Husky) kept 
Davalos as a low-key pick to win some races 
this year. And it hasn’t worked out. After looking 
like he had shook his bad habits of crashing all 
by himself and not being in shape last year, he’s 
back to his old self. Fading late in races, some 
tip overs and not much of his old blinding one 
lap speed has added up to a tough series for 
Davalos. 

Arnaud Tonus: The Swiss import looked very 
quick at the opening round at Dallas on his 
Monster Energy Pro Circuit machine which 
made some of us that had heard he was still 
dealing with a wrist injury relax a bit. But prac¬ 
tice at the opening round was the high point for 
Tonus (seriously) as crashes early in the first 
two mains set him back. Then there was a bad 
fade in Atlanta 2 and a crash in Daytona. Now 
word is he’s dealing some sort of blood sugar 
level issue that causes him to get very tired 
quickly. He missed Daytona, Indianapolis and 
probably will be sidelined some more until they 
can figure it out. 


Musquin (left) is now up to eight wins in his 
career and four for the season. The Frenchman 
has rarely looked stronger since coming to the 
USA in 2011. Honda are also reborn thanks to 
Canard (top) and Seely after a lean couple of 
years in the premier class. Seely now has two 
podium finishes in his first full 450 term 





An evening to forget for Jeremy Martin and his 
DNQ gives Musquin and Bogle some breathing 
room at the top of the East Coast 250SX stand¬ 
ings. Weston Peick (top left) equalled a best 
450SX finish with fourth place; the second time 
the Yamaha man has breached the top four. Jason 
Anderson struggled all through qualification and 
his seventeenth position was the first time he has 
finished outside of the top ten all season 
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Fourth place was a season-best for Millsaps on 
the factory Kawasaki. The former championship 
runner-up has just six rounds to try and put the 
title-winning team back on the winner’s step 







Andrew Short gets back in 
the top group for the first 
time since Arlington and ran 
to sixth in Indianapolis 


ANAPOLI 


No luck for Tomac who’d crash and only come 
back to eleventh on the works Honda. Eli had pre 
viously been runner-up in the two last rounds 
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Bogle continued his 100% podium run and might 
be encouraged by the knowledge that only three 
times in the last eleven years has the winner in 
‘Indy’ gone on to win the 250SX championship 
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More celebrations for Red Bull KTM who now 
seem to have the level of machinery to match the 
talent currently steering them. The new 450 and 
250SX-F motorcycles are factory pre-production; 
lighter, reconfigured and faster 
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THE MAN TIME... 

By Steve Matthes 

H e’s AKA-ed as ‘The Man’. That’s all you need 
to know really. With both of his riders ripping 
it up right now, Red Bull KTM team manager Roger 
De Coster has to be having flashbacks to when he 
oversaw Team Honda in the 1980’s. Not long after 
the latest sweep in Indianapolis was put to bed, I 
caught up to the Belgian in the pits to get his take 
on the wins, Ryan Dungey and the new bike... 

Three weeks in a row your team has won both 
classes, you and KTM are on a roll. 

I feel like we are on ‘cloud nine’ right now. Like I 
told my guys already, we better enjoy this because 
runs like this don’t last forever usually. I’m just 
thankful that everything is rolling our way. The 
riders are really happy with the bike and I’m re¬ 
ally happy with the riders. Everything is going good 
for the moment, [we] Need to keep our feet on the 
ground. We all know what can happen in Super¬ 
cross. Injuries are part of this game and we just 
need to try to stay out of trouble. 

I know from people that worked with Ryan before 
he changes a lot, he’s always changing the bike. 
How is he on the new one? Is he happier because 
he’s leaving it alone? 

He is like a new person. It’s a combination I feel of 
many factors of why he’s like that. One is our bike 
is definitely a big step forward, but also working 
with Aldon (Baker) has given him confidence. Ryan 
always had fitness but now he is convinced. He’s on 
the top of his game. Personal life, everything is in 
order. It cannot be any better. 

I think the new bikes look fantastic. Could you put 
a percentage on how much better they are? 

It’s tough. It varies, how much better they are prob¬ 
ably varies depending on the condition also. But 
I feel it’s a pretty big step. Engine is really good, 
chassis is good, suspension is good now. The riders 
have confidence. Clutch works good. There’s no re¬ 
ally weak point on our bike and it’s pretty versatile. 
We basically have been running the same settings 



every race, maybe a click or two on the suspension 
one way or the other, but it’s very, very close every 
week. 

This is like your Factory Honda days when you 
were rolling out RJ and Bayle and Stanton. 

Yeah, it’s like the early to mid ‘80s. I feel fortunate 
to be able to be part of a run like this. 

I don’t know Marvin’s contract situation but he 
gets moved to 450 next year. Will it be with you 
guys? 

I hope so. We plan to offer him a deal for next year. 
It’s really good to see also how well him and Ryan 
work together. They help each other, they talk. After 
practice they talk about the track and they spend a 
lot of time during the week now also because they 
both train at Aldon’s. It’s always good when you 
have team-mates that get along good. 

I had heard from other team-mates with Ryan that 
he wasn’t always open to watching film with them 
and things like that, back in the Suzuki days. So 
maybe he’s coming around too that way. 

It’s like I said earlier, Ryan is a very much different 
person. He really grew up over this last winter big 
time. His confidence is there. Even like last week in 
Daytona we didn’t look so good lap time-wise after 
the qualifying but when he came back... If that had 
been before it would have been very difficult. He 
came back and he said, don’t worry, I feel good, my 
bike is good, my setting is good. I can do it. And 
he did. It’s a good feeling when your rider has that 
confidence and you’re not trying to figure out what 
could we do to help. 

Last question: About Villopoto and the GPs, what’s 
your take after two races? 

I don’t think that round one was a reflection of his 
riding. I think it was a substantial issue with the 
bike. It’s his first race over there and the bike stops 
before the gates drop. He’s going to be in the cham¬ 
pionship, there’s no doubt. 







PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE AS STANDARD 

With the KTM 450 SX-F, you’re perfectly equipped for the world’s toughest racing series. 
Supercross performance, high-end components and premium equipment with no compromises. 
Ryan Dungeyand KTM: Premium Power, READY TO RACE. 


450 SX-F 
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HRC HAVE THE GALLIC POWERHOUSE DUO OF JEAN- 
MICHEL BAYLE AND GAUTIER PAULIN - TWO OF 
FRANCE'S STANDOUT MOTORCYCLING TALENTS OF 
THEIR GENERATION - ADDING A LETHAL EDGE TO 
HONDA'S BLADE IN MXGP. WE FIND OUT MORE... 


By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 






F or French motocross fans it is a dream 
combo that is still just two Grands Prix 
old. Both stars seem extremely studious and 
dedicated when it comes to their profession 
past and present so we wanted to explore the 
dynamic a little further... 

There have already been a slew of questions. 
OTOR is hardly stealing a march here. “In 
each interview I’ve done since I joined Honda 
people have asked: “what is JMB doing?” of¬ 
fers Paulin smiling as we sit in a stuffy rider’s 
room at Nakhonchaisri in the rural depths of 
Thailand. It’s not really a surprise as the Pau- 
lin-Bayle link-up is a good story and has the 
possibility to be a great one if the 24 year old 
(25 next week) HRC rider can avoid the medi¬ 
cal centre, and finally makes good on that 
fierce talent that has won MXGP events every 
season since a maiden victory in a wild-card 
outing at the end of the 2011 championship. 

We wanted to tap a bit deeper. Even if it is 
clear from the outset of our conversations 
that both Frenchies are guarded about the na¬ 
ture and details of their working relationship. 
Bayle is not only an HRC symbol but also an 
employee, and is equally dedicated to Russian 
Evgeny Bobryshev. It is just that the potential 
with Paulin - long due a forceful champion¬ 
ship assault but cruelly denied by injury in 
2013 and ’14 - is mouth-watering and Honda 
must have known as much when they assem¬ 
bled their MXGP squad for this year. 





Qatar was the first Grand Prix for you back in 
motocross in a professional sense; first with 
HRC in that role as Sport Manager and first 
working with Evgeny and Gautier. What were 
your thoughts? 

It felt good being back but it was not really like 
‘the first time’ because we started working in 
September last year. It was the first race and 
that can be difficult for the rider to handle. I 
always followed motocross and road race. Even 
if I was not working in it I was following it, so it 
is not like a ‘big’ comeback. It is a comeback 
in the sense that I’m working here now but I al¬ 
ways followed the guys and Honda. Qatar was 
the first round but it was not that complicated 
for me. We just did the work that we have been 
doing since September and I think that is the 
same for everybody in the team. I’m motivated 
to do my best and improve myself every race, 
just like the riders. 

Back when you were racing, at those first 
events of a championship, could you have 
imagined wearing the shirt as a manager or 
coach? 



No, you don’t think like this when you are rac¬ 
ing. You just try to be focussed on what you 
are doing and work with the people around 
you. I always tended to work with very knowl¬ 
edge and ‘big’ people. In motocross I had the 
good luck to be with Roger De Coster and in 
road racing it was Kenny Roberts and Wayne 
Rainey. They were strong-minded people, so 
it was always interesting! I learned a lot from 
those guys so today I feel good in my posi¬ 
tion. I never used to think about the future but 
looking back now I’m sure it was in my mind a 
little bit somewhere. 

Why not do this earlier? 

To do this kind of work you have to get away 
from the racing and it takes time for a rider to 
get that distance. I raced Supercross, went to 
MotoGP, then quit MotoGP for Endurance and 
after that - in my head - I was still a rider and 
a racer. I think to do this job well you have to 
be away from that and come at it from the out¬ 
side. So I took my time. It was also a very good 
opportunity from HRC so everything came at 
the right time. 


You’ve worked with Evgeny and Gautier for six 
months but maybe you saw a tense and nervy 
side to them in Qatar and Thailand. Is it your 
job to get in their heads and assist perfor¬ 
mance? 

It is a big part of my job to feel what they feel, 
and try to help them to be better and focus on 
the racetrack. Every rider is different and that 
is why we have to adapt to them. It is different 
to work with Bobby than it is for Gautier. It is 
not easy but I feel good about it and every¬ 
thing is working OK right now. 

So how do you do that? Some people like to 
talk a lot or be in the faces of the riders. 

That’s not me; I don’t talk a lot! I think actions 
speak more than words. Sometimes you don’t 
need to talk and just a little signal or gesture 
can make a difference. I’m getting to know the 
riders and they are getting to know me and 
you can make some shortcuts. I am always 
following them and watching them. They know 
I am looking out for them. There is no pressure 
but they know I am here to help. It is like when 
I was riding and I had a big name behind me. 



Your name and experience can count for a 
lot but also add that pressure. Evgeny might 
think ‘if JMB is telling me this then it must be 
right’... 

Yeah but I won’t talk to a rider like that. I won’t 
give orders and that’s not my way to work. Like 
I said every rider is different and it is my job to 
understand them and help where I can. I want 
to put them in the best place where they can 
make their own choice. That might mean giv¬ 
ing information about their possibilities but in 
the end the choice is the rider’s because he is 
the one that is on the bike and looking at the 
lines and has to go for right, middle or left. I 
think it is more interesting than saying ‘do this’ 
or ‘do that’. If the rider makes the right choic¬ 
es then it helps him get strong in the head. You 
shouldn’t be making the choices [for them]. 

But that must be difficult for you because you 
can see that perhaps one line will save half a 
second a lap... 

That’s what I mean by being away from the 
racing to do this job correctly. If you still feel 
like a rider then you want to take the bike and 
ride! Today I don’t want to ride anymore! I 
understand what you are saying and how in 
one way it can be difficult but for me now it is 
normal. Ten years ago it would have been like 
that but today it is different. 

Motocross, Supercross, MotoGP: all lonely 
sports and one in which I imagine you have to 
be very strong mentally. You are renowned in 
your career for knowing what you wanted and 
going for it. How do you see athletes these 
days? Are they still as resolute? 

Some people. Yes, of course. You always have 
some that are doing very good and others a 
bit less. I think you see strong people in this 
paddock but you can always improve and get 
better. Just because you are world champion 
that doesn’t mean you understand everything 
about what you are doing. 


Some riders do that with extra hours in the 
gym. From your experience how did you build 
up confidence and mental strength? 

Well, first you have to get focussed on what 
you are doing and have to have a good direc¬ 
tion and ‘map’ of where you want to go and 
how you are going to get there. Sometimes it 
is not always the straight road. Sometimes you 
have to go around some difficulties. For me 
being strong is knowing where you want to go 
and taking a step there every day. Sometimes 
you have to deviate from your direction but 
keep on working and giving everything you 
have to get there. 

Is it also about keeping that ‘map’ realistic? 

If Evgeny sits down with you and says “I want 
to be world champion this year” then does he 
have to think of another step first? 

You cannot say: “I want to be world champion 
this year” or even in two months. It is more 
about having a long-term goal and sometimes 
not even about winning. For me, when I was a 
kid, I had the dream to be American champion 
but I never said I wanted to do it in ’91, or ’92 
or '90. My goal was to be champion but you 
have to leave space to be cool and reduce the 
stress. Sometimes a goal is just to be the best 
in the world and that was mine when I was 
racing. Not for the results but just to be able to 
take my bike and everybody say: “Ah, he’s rid¬ 
ing so good”. That can be a goal and because 
of it you can be a champion. If you want the 
right focus then you need to have long-term 
aims. 


You obviously took information and advice 
from people through your career but have you 
read books and stories of other athletes and 
disciplines to fashion your views and philoso¬ 
phies? 

I might have around three hundred books like 
this. Not always on sports but also on men¬ 
tal attitudes, success, and life goals. Being 
happy in life. It is the same in sport also, if you 
want results then you need to be happy. You 
shouldn’t be stressed with what you are doing. 
One thing I learnt from racing is that getting a 
championship does not make you happy. Win¬ 
ning a race does not make you happy. What 
makes make you happy is what you do to get 
there; the things you do everyday to arrive to 
that point. This is the nice part. Taking the 
trophy and doing this [lifts arms] is very super¬ 
ficial. Everybody is clapping but one week after 
nobody cares any more about it. You should not 
count on this to be happy. 



Is that the mistake some riders make? They 
chase the trophies and the rewards? 

Yeah, sometimes, sometimes. Many riders have 
made this mistake, by thinking that when they 
will be world champion they will be happy. 
Sometimes you see that they make it and then 
afterwards it just goes. 


So did you get a lot from reading and study¬ 
ing? Did it shape your outlook for what you are 
doing? 

I also learnt a lot because I was racing in Eu¬ 
rope, won a championship and then went to 
America where I had to start everything again. 

I was a factory rider for HRC and when I went 
to the U.S in the first year of my contract I 
was earning less than my mechanic. I’ve been 
through difficult moments but I had Roger De 
Coster and he helped me a lot because he had 
so much experience at that time. He was a five 
times World Champion and had worked big 
riders like David Bailey and Ricky Johnson. So 
he knew a lot and I received a lot of information 
from him. I started all over again in road racing 
and had a lot of help from successful people in 
that world. At the end of the day I have all of 
this background and that’s important for me. 

It is amazing someone or somebody didn’t tap 
into your knowledge earlier than 2014... 

It was important for me to have some rest time 
after my racing. Of course I was away from 
motocross for a long time but I was eight years 
in MotoGP, which is almost more than I was in 
motocross! Not many people know this! I was 
then in Endurance and it took a while for me to 
feel ‘racing is over’. 

What did you think of Gautier before you came 
to work with him? 

The first thing I liked about him is that he really 
knows how to ride a bike. This is great and re¬ 
ally nice. I love all motorcycle sports but what 
I really love is seeing somebody doing the job 
right. It is not only about winning but the abil¬ 
ity to do the job. He is French so I followed the 
name but even if he had a different nationality I 
would still have that same appreciation. 

He worked with Yves Demaria and also Jacky 
Vimond so he has had those influences. What 
new things have you bought to the table? 

It is difficult to say! Hard question! Like I said 
everybody is different and has come from a 
different world, different mentality and way of 
thinking. 


What was he missing then? 

I cannot tell you! Of course he has got some 
strong points and some weak points and my 
job is to find those and look at what we can do 
to improve. I cannot tell you more because we 
are just at the beginning of the season. We all 
have weak points. 

I’ve been reporting on GPs since Gautier 
came to the world championship and for me 
his approach in Qatar was something differ¬ 
ent: more relaxed, less flashy, less risk-taking. 
He was fast and determined but not over the 
top. Maybe that is some of your influence... 
Maybe. It is difficult to say. I know that he did 
a good job and was focussed all weekend and 
not only on the race. He did a good job with 
the bike set-up, was confident and didn’t take 
those risks in the first GP. It is always good to 
come away from the first race with a top five 
result because if you do badly then there is 
always pressure to follow up with a good result 
as soon as possible. I think soon we will see 
another gear. 

Were you able to speak with him before he 
joined HRC and did you talk about the work 
you could do together? 

Of course and the truth is that I’ve been watch¬ 
ing him closely for the last three years and I 
was waiting for the end of his contract! I knew 
it would be good to have him on a Honda bike 
and I had this in the back of my mind for a 
couple of years and last year everything came 
together. I didn’t say to him “you have to sign 
for Honda” or HRC but we talked about it and 
I gave him the information and explained the 
good points of being here, and then where 
he was and where he can go. We talked and I 
never pushed him to sign for Honda because 
that’s not my way to work. He is the rider and 
he must make the decision. 

You left motocross for supercross and it is 
now a popular route for riders. Do you think 
more so nowadays? 

From my point of view you have to go there as 


world champion because the American Cham¬ 
pionship, mainly supercross, is very difficult 
to get in the top three and make it to the top. 
The racing is very hard. If you are in Grands 
Prix then it is a good step to be world cham¬ 
pion before you can think about going there 
because it will give you valuable confidence. I 
think it is difficult to go to America and then 
come back to Europe and race. It is not good 
to bounce between the series. I think three 
years ago for Gautier [to go] would have been 
too early. If he still wants to go then I think it 
would be interesting. It is never too late be¬ 
cause in America they give a rider a chance at 
any age. Of course after the age of thirty it is 
too late but between seventeen to twenty-eight 
if you are good enough then you can go. The 
problem with America is that if you don’t make 
any results by the second season then it’s fin¬ 
ished. So when you want to go there then you 
have to be ready, and ready to fight. You can¬ 
not go there to see what will happen. You have 
to do good. 

So how is it working with Gautier? Are you on 
the phone everyday? Cycling together? Train¬ 
ing? Or just seeing each other at the races? 

I listen to a lot of talk in the paddock about 
this and many people seem to think I am with 
him twenty-four hours a day! I work in the 
same way with Bobby also but there is a differ¬ 
ent background with him and a different way 
compared to Gautier. Speaking just about Gau¬ 
tier, he is a good professional and has made 
good results by himself. He knows how to train 
and to be prepared. Sometimes he does some 
things that are not so good and he can im¬ 
prove and my job is to watch ‘the picture’ and 
provide the information to change some stuff 
he if wants. He understands this and that’s the 
way we work. I don’t like to say: “wake up at 
this time” and “do this”. He is a professional. 
We can talk by text, email or telephone and 
it depends on the time and where we are. If I 
see he can improve in some way then we talk 
about it and if he changes and it works then 
great. 

















"JEAN-MICHEL HAS HUGE EXPERIENCE AND HAS PRETTY 
MUCH WON IT ALL. WHATEVER HE WORKS ON HE MAKES 
IT GOOD. PEOPLE TALK ABOUT TALENT IN LIFE BUT I'M 
NOT SO SURE. TALENT IS BECAUSE YOU 'SEE' THINGS AND 
MAYBE BECAUSE YOU WANT IT MORE..." 





Two Grands Prix into a chapter as an HRC 
rider. How can talk about it so far? 

I’ve ridden for different factory teams and 
there is a difference [between them]. I’ve only 
ridden for two for a full season in MXGP. I 
know pretty much 40% of the team from when 
it was Honda Martin, so it was not a huge 
change. I discussed with HRC and I know the 
way they want to get back in motocross. I had 
a big interest in that because I wanted the right 
material. I had been riding with the old team 
for three years and I felt I needed a change to 
reach the next level. It is interesting and I am 
already happy with the material but we have to 
improve because this is the world champion¬ 
ship. It doesn’t matter whether you play foot¬ 
ball or drive in Formula One you always want 
to improve. 

An examples of how that way to work is of 
benefit? 

I will not give details but the way the team 
are organised. Nothing is left to chance. My 
only job now is to turn up with my helmet and 
boots. I have to arrive to the track and get on 
the bike; that’s it. 

In Qatar you seemed to take the GP in your 
flow, didn’t push or go to the limit to win...is 
that a change in approach for you? 

There is kinda a change...but I know I need to 
win. Before I was not at the step I wanted to 
be, except for last year. Now I know where I am 
and Qatar was only the first race. We are still 
gaining experience and it was good to start the 
season and start the journey. 

You’ve worked with Vimond, Demaria and 
now JMB. Watched you talking and comparing 
notes in Losail. What is new now? 


I’ve known JMB for a while, just as a person 
and not really as a friend or anything. I arrived 
late in the motocross and didn’t really appreci¬ 
ate what he achieved. It was really interesting 
to learn more when we started discussing last 
year and definitely decided to work together 
at HRC. It was part of the programme. Jean- 
Michel has huge experience and pretty much 
won it all before stopping at 23 to go to Mo- 
toGR He made some good races there. What¬ 
ever he works on he makes it good. People talk 
about talent in life but I’m not so sure. Talent 
is because you ‘see’ things and maybe be¬ 
cause you want it more. Talent comes because 
you want more. It is interesting to work with 
him because I am similar person. 

He seems to be something of a student of 
high performance it seems... 

He achieves what he wants and for sure he 
wants to achieve this year. He takes a view 
from the outside and doesn’t want to come in 
and change everything. 

Being at HRC means there is now very small 
margin for effort. You really need everything 
to come together... 

Like you say we need everything to come to¬ 
gether. You have answered the question! 

But how does that feel? 

It feels good! Instead of bringing people in 
all I have to do now is just ride and be at my 
best level. I love working and pushing my body 
every day and riding my Honda and I want to 
‘achieve’ because of that. It is a feeling. I’m 
not going for that ‘piece of paper’ [a title’. Nice 
racing is also a part, and battles with many 
[good] riders in the world championship now. 
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JMB also chatted about the journey. So you 
value that? 

For sure. Being there in the gate is what I 
love.J also love training. In the winter I like 
getting there step-by-step and working to that 
100%. I was injured last year and that was 
hard mentally but it is part of it. Fighting for 
the win is really fun and that’s why I’m here. 

Does he ever surprise you? 

I’m already looking at many things and we 
have the same attitude and this is what I like. 
So the surprise isn’t there. 

You once had a dream to race supercross and 
I assume that’s not dead, so it must be nice to 
speak to someone who went there and did the 
job... 

His experience is amazing...in everything and 
not just in motorcycling. He takes an interest 
in many sports and we speak a lot. You men¬ 
tion about supercross and the dream not being 
over but I don’t have a dream career. At the 
moment I have a goal that I signed for and I’m 
focussed on that. Maybe in the future it will be 
a different story. I don’t feel there is one age 
to stop. There will be one moment - for sure 
- when you know it is finished. Now people 
want to go to the U.S. as soon as possible and 
nobody goes really late. And nobody leaves 
the very top at motocross and supercross to 
go to MotoGP. All my projects are here, so I 
am here 100% but we will see about the U.S. I 
don’t have a time limit or plan. I’m still not yet 
twenty-five. 

JMB said you are never too old to go but that 
seems to be against common wisdom that you 
should be in supercross as early as possible. 
What do you think? 

I think the same [as Bayle]. Especially in gen¬ 
eral life. You can see people at the very top 
of an Iron Man at fifty years old. How can this 
guy pass you and after two days of cycling or 
swimming?! How must his recovery be?! At 
the moment I am like a kid when I walk the 
track or get in the gate. I like to have the right 
people behind me to set things up and never 
having an excuse. 





By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 


RYAN VILLOPOTO'S FIRST GRAND PRIX WIN CAME AT ONE 
OF THE HOTTEST (AND MOST CONTROVERSIAL) ROUNDS 
OF MXGP SEEN IN RECENT MEMORY. CHECK OUT RAY 
ARCHER'S PICTORIAL FROM A BOILING THAILAND WHERE 
JEFFREY HERLINGS ALSO POSTED TWO IN A ROW IN MX2 
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Villopoto’s first moto dominance was aided 
by a fantastic start and the usual level of 
unabridled attacking confidence. His overall 
victory meant the Star Spangled Banner 
rang out for the first time in Grand Prix 
since 2008. Tony Cairoli (right) was duly 
fired-up for the first moto and with the 
chequered flags shared the duel between 
the champions is only just beginning... 
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At the age of 25 and with seven years ex¬ 
perience in the premier category (a factory 
Suzuki rider since 2010) Clement Desalle 
is now fit and arriving to the peak of his 
powers. The Belgian has finished second 
in all of the four motos to-date and has the 
red plate for Argentina next week. Even the 
Thai crowd trackside sought shade from the 
sunshine that helped create forty degree 
(101) temperatures 
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No chance of a dip in private for RV who does 
the post-race briefing with KRT Team Manager 
Francois Lemariey. The two days of testing back 
in Europe after Qatar obviously helped and the 
crew will have another solid week of work under 
the belts going to Argentina. Meanwhile Pauls 
Jonass (left) takes his first podium result in just 
his second factory appearance for KTM. A new 
star is born...and in orange colours once more 
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MX2 World Champ Jordi Tixier could not make 
the finish in Motol and crashed within view of the 
chequered flag. Treatment for heat exhaustion led 
to a ‘heated’ exchange with local medical staff 
when it emerged he would not be permitted to 
enter race two and now the CLS Monster Energy 
Kawasaki rider could be facing a one-race suspen¬ 
sion. Tixier has been apologetic but also disbeliev 
ing of the alleged punishment. It would leave his 
title defence in tatters after just three events 




























Yamaha’s Jeremy Van Horebeek (right) has had 
a shaky start to the season after a nervy fifth 
place in Qatar and then a double DNF in Thai¬ 
land after a crash affected his vision. His new 
team-mate, Romain Febvre, has also been fast 
and given the Belgian something to think about. 
Further tests and victory in the Dutch Champi¬ 
onship opener the weekend after Thailand could 
put the ‘14 MXGP runner-up back on the path 









Ryan Villopoto became the very first American 
to win in the premier class of the FIM Motocross 
World Championship since the revision of the 
classes in 2004. The KRT man was hardly en¬ 
thused about the Overall however, and seemed 
nonplussed with his third position from the sec¬ 
ond moto where he was unable to catch Desalle 
and Cairoli. He also remarked that his suspen¬ 
sion set-up seemed more effective earlier in the 
day when the Thai terrain was softer 


















More bad luck for Tommy Searle with a mysti¬ 
fying crash on the Finish line jump that led to 
a broken T7 vertebrae. The 350SX-F rider now # 

has nine weeks and four Grands Prix to heal 
(and fix his weakened thumb) before aiming for 
a return to action for his home round at Matter- 
ley Basin on May 24th 











Husqvarna get busy (above) but 
Qatar GP winner Max Nagl could 
not nail the same starts as Lo- 
sail to be in contention for the 
podium. A similar story for Kevin 
Strijbos and Steven Frossard 
(right). As OTOR goes online 
Frossard is waiting for a scan on 
a potential wrist injury that could 
spell bad news for the British 
Wilvo Forkrent KTM team 







Factory bikes were locked in containers over¬ 
night at the Thailand Circuit. Herlings’ spoils 
from win number two (right) while Kiara Fon- 
tanesi looks thoughtful but was utterly dominant 
in the second round of the WMX series. Thomas 
Covington’s fourth position in MX2 (below) was 
a personal best in just his second Pro season 
while Julien Lieber (right) recovered back to the 
top three in the second moto after the ‘mother’ 
of get-offs earlier in the day 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

4 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Yamaha 

5 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 2 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Clement Desalle 

88 

2 

Tony Cairoli 

79 

3 

Max Nagl 

78 

4 

Ryan Villopoto 

70 

5 

Romain Febvre 

67 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Pauls Jonass, LAT 

KTM 

3 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Thomas Covington, USA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Valentin Guillod, SUI 

Yamaha 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 2 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

100 

2 

Julien Lieber 

78 

3 

Dylan Ferrandis 

70 

4 

Tim Gajser 

62 

5 

Alex Tonkov 

58 
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TREY CANARD, 

1ST PLACE 
OAKLAND SX. 
THANKS FOR THE 
INSPIRATION TREY! 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 

©SCOTT SPORTS SA 2015 | Photo: Simon Cudby 


















Photos by HRC/Ducati/suzuki-racing.com/yamahamotogp.com 




MotoGP HAS RUN ITS FINAL LAPS OF DATA COLLECTION 
AND PREPARATION. LOSAIL IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
SO MOTOMATTERS.COM'S DAVID EMMETT SHARED SOME 
THOUGHTS AS THE GRAND PRIX SEASON GETS CLOSER 























M otoGP is a wonderful branch of motor¬ 
cycle racing, for many reasons. You have 
unquestionably the best closed-circuit riders 
in the world on the best road bikes, with the 
best technical support, all pitted against one 
another. The noise, the speed, the ferocity, the 
talent, the glamour: the series has so many 
things to get excited about. 

So it is perhaps more than a little perverse of 
me that one of the aspects of the sport I most 
enjoy is the politics behind it. Racing motorcy¬ 
cles is first and foremost about money. From 
designing the bikes to staging the races to 
marketing the series, it all takes money. And 
given the stakes involved, and the amount of 
exposure which success in the class provides, 
nowhere is the money larger than in MotoGR 
The more money involved, the tougher the 
politics is played. 

For aficionados of paddock politics such as 
myself, these are bountiful times indeed. 

With special concessions for Ducati, Suzuki 
and Aprilia, and a new set of rules coming in 
2016, horse-trading over the new rules is in 
full swing. There is much to be said against 
the constant rule changes aimed at making 
the sport cheaper - mainly, that all too often, 
those new rule adjustments raise, rather than 
lower, costs - but the wrangling that goes in to 
producing a new set of regulations makes for a 
fascinating yarn. In theory, the process is sim¬ 
ple: as part of the contract the manufacturers 
signed with Dorna on participating in MotoGP, 
they have control of the technical guidelines. 
The MSMA (representing the factories in Mo¬ 
toGP) can present proposals for the technical 
regs to the Grand Prix Commission, which the 
GPC must accept. The other members of the 
GPC - Dorna, the FIM, and IRTA, which repre¬ 
sents the teams - can also propose new crite¬ 
ria but the MSMA has the right to veto those 
proposals. 

Both these rights - to propose rules, and to 
veto other proposals - are subject to an im¬ 


portant condition, however. Rules may be 
proposed or rejected only if all members of 
the MSMA (i.e. all of the factories active in 
MotoGP) agree unanimously on the proposal. 

If even a single factory disagrees, then the 
proposals are subject to majority voting in the 
GPC. The monopoly over the regulations is 
gone. 

Once upon a time, maintaining unanimity in 
the MSMA was easy. In the first year after the 
switch to four strokes, there were four Japa¬ 
nese factories, Aprilia, and Kenny Roberts. The 
hierarchical and ordered nature of Japanese 
society, reflected in Japanese business culture, 
meant that Plonda, as most senior member of 
the Japanese factories, made proposals, and 
the other manufacturers went along with them. 
This system stayed unchanged even after 
Ducati joined MotoGP, and throughout the 990 
and 800 eras. 

By 2011, things had started to change, how¬ 
ever. The grid had dwindled to 17 riders, and 
with Suzuki pulling out at the end of that 
year, the MSMA comprised just three mem¬ 
bers: Plonda, Yamaha and Ducati. Yamaha 
still voted obediently with Plonda, but Ducati, 
sensing they were in deep trouble after Casey 
Stoner had jumped ship to Plonda, started 
flexing their muscles. A proposal from Dorna 
to raise the minimum weight to 160kg (to help 
reduce costs of the CRT bikes) was initially 
rejected by the MSMA, leaving the minimum 
weight at 153kg. But the MSMA had not been 
unanimous. Ducati had voted for the weight 
increase, and when the MSMA reported that all 
three factories had voted against it, the Italian 
factory let Dorna know what had happened. 

The GPC issued a new set of rules, raising the 
minimum weight to 157kg for 2012, and 160kg 
for 2013, to much complaint from Plonda. That 
concession was itself a display of power: Dorna 
was letting Plonda know that they would not be 
putting up with any shenanigans, and that - if 
they were willing to play nicely - an agreement 
could be reached. 
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If Ducati had exposed the cracks in the MSMA 
in 2011, it blew them wide open in 2014. When 
Gigi Dall’lgna arrived at Ducati, he knew the 
factory was in trouble and he knew that his 
only hope was to be able to test and develop all 
through his first season in the hope of produc¬ 
ing a competitive bike for 2015. The rules for 
factory teams meant that engine development 
was prohibited, and testing severely limited, 
again in an attempt to reduce costs. Ducati 
needed both development and testing, and so 
announced they would be entering the Open 
class, giving up the right to write their own 
software in exchange for freedom to work on 
the bike during the 2014 season. 

Honda and Yamaha reacted with horror: fac¬ 
tories should compete in the factory class, 
private teams in the Open class. Any other 
arrangement debased the championship too 
much. To keep Ducati on board, they offered 
them the concessions on development and 
testing they wanted, basically allowing them 
to run under Open class rules, but using their 
own factory software. As a consequence, Ducati 
were also allowed the softer tyres, giving them 
an advantage in qualifying, though the soft tyre 
was useless in the race. 

The concessions Ducati secured have paid off. 
Anyone following testing will have noticed that 
the Ducati GP15, built using the data gathered 
in 2014, is fast. Really fast. The bike was good 
on its first outing, and after the first two days 
of the Qatar test, Andrea Dovizioso and Andrea 
lannone have dominated, only Marc Marquez 
able to follow. Naturally, that speed has led to 
calls for Ducati’s concessions - more specifi¬ 
cally, the extra soft tyre - to be taken away 
from them. Clearly they don’t need it, the argu¬ 
ment runs, and if Ducati dominate qualifying, 
they are going to start to make the rule look a 
bit silly. After all, Ducati won’t lose the soft tyre 
until they have won three dry races, and given 
the strength of the grid, beating Marc Marquez, 
Jorge Lorenzo, Valentino Rossi and Dani Pedro¬ 
sa just once is going to be a big ask, let alone 
doing it three times in a season. 


Ducati have another chance to press home 
their advantage. Frankly, they have no need of 
the softer tyre. The two Andreas have been fast¬ 
est using the exact same tyre as the Hondas 
and Yamahas: Ducati’s hard tyre is Honda’s soft 
tyre, and everyone is setting their times on the 
same rubber. Giving up the softer tyre would be 
no great loss for Ducati, though it would require 
another reshuffle of the regulations. 

But why give away such an advantage for free? 
Though the 2015 season is about to start, 
negotiations over the rules for 2016 are still in 
full swing. The main sticking point at the mo¬ 
ment is the number of engines to be used for a 
season. Honda and Yamaha want to allow only 
six engines to be used from next year, arguing 
that the lessons learned about engine reli¬ 
ability make for great R&D. Ducati and Aprilia 
argue that the required investment to achieve 
the necessary reliability is way too high. The 
marginal cost of producing an extra physical 
engine is small, compared to the huge cost of 
designing an engine that will last the distance. 
To an extent, these contrasts are also a conflict 
of target markets: the Japanese manufacturers 
build a lot of mass-market bikes for everyday 
use, the Italians build bikes which are more 
leisure objects than workaday commuters. 

At the moment, the Japanese factories have 
the upper hand. Engines will be limited to six a 
season for factories which have won five races 
in the past couple of years, the others allowed 
nine engines a year. But with Ducati looking 
capable of winning races, they could find them¬ 
selves spending a lot of money just to remain 
competitive. Of course, if they could persuade 
the Japanese factories to increase the number 
of engines allowed, or create another loophole, 
then that would solve a potentially thorny prob¬ 
lem, and keep new manufacturers in the sport. 

If I were Gigi Dall’lgna, I would be arranging a 
meeting with HRC boss Shuhei Nakamoto at 
my earliest convenience. And I would start the 
meeting with the words “now, about this soft 
tyre ....” 






Like several others Lorenzo was frustrated not to get a 
race simulation run on the final day as desert rainfall 
put paid to the paddock’s plans. The former champion 
was pleased with Yamaha’s new seamless shifting gear 
box but grumbled slightly on grip issues. Both he and 
Rossi were not pace-setting at Losail and it remains to 
be seen where they can figure for the race 
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Esparagaro continues work on the Ecstar Suzuki. Ac¬ 
cording to the Spaniard’s feedback the GSX-RR steers 
and rides well but still lacks horsepower and the Japa 
nese admitted this was a priority at the end of a two 
year period of development to be back in MotoGP 












For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 
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WORTH THE WEIGHT... 

By Gavin Emmett 


T he MotoGP testing sessions came to an end 
at Qatar this past weekend and while much of 
the talk was about the how close the whole field 
is in terms of lap times, (top 22 separated by less 
than 1.9 seconds) one of the biggest discussions 
around the paddock was a particularly weighty 
issue. 

Now, not since my days as a student have I been 
able to consider myself slim, and any attempts 
to get back to fighting weight have proved pretty 
futile, as partial as I am to toasting the end of a 
race weekend. 

It’s a different story for the MotoGP riders how¬ 
ever, who across the board look like they’ve just 
stepped out of the pages of the latest Slimming 
World. The man holding out the baggiest pair of 
old jeans is Pramac Racing’s Danilo Petrucci, who 
has dropped from a positively chunky 84kg down 
to 76kg and is still counting the losses. Having en¬ 
listed the help of a fitness wristband, nutritionist 
and new trainer over winter, the Italian definitely 
looks a different rider, and continues to drop the 
pounds. He’s hoping it will prove the difference as 
he rides a ‘real’ MotoGP bike for the first time this 
year. 

His compatriot Valentino Rossi also appears to 
have trimmed down even further, although there 
really never was very much to lose for the gangly 
Italian. However it was agreed amongst the BT 
Sport crew at testing that we have never seen 
the nine-time world champion looking so skinny. 
Clearly he got the taste for it after last year’s suc¬ 
cess... 

Rossi's team-mate Jorge Lorenzo was another 
who is clearly in much better shape than at this 
point last season. He has dropped around 6kg in 
weight since his disastrous opening to 2014, and 
told me with tongue in cheek that he was “quite 


literally hungry for the title”! Just how much dif¬ 
ference it will make should become clear during 
next week’s season opener in Qatar, but he looks 
lean and on form during tests. 

At last week’s presentation for his new Estrella 
Galicia 0.0% Marc VDS Team (try saying that 
with a mouthful of bacon sandwich) Scott Red¬ 
ding explained to me that he’d been trying to slim 
down even further than last year, but simply was 
unable to do so. He remains around the 77kg 
mark, which he feels is practically the minimum 
possible for his 61” (184cm) height whilst still 
keeping the strength required to pilot a MotoGP 
monster. The Brit admitted that the moment he 
drops to 76kg, he gets fatigue when testing his 
stamina. 

One rider who hasn’t lost any weight however 
is rookie Jack Miller, the youngest competitor in 
the championship this season by six days. The 
Australian found himself too big for a Moto3 bike 
last season, and often this would cost him on the 
straights, but he has been forced to gain weight 
to ride a MotoGP machine. Miller says he spent 
the winter in ‘proper’ training for the first time, 
but now realises since the long race simulation 
stints in Sepang, that he needs to focus on cardio 
and other fitness to improve his stamina, whilst 
maintaining the strength he has gained. He has 
been training in Spain with pal Maverick Vinales, 
but is the first to admit that the Catalan is better 
suited fitness-wise to the MotoGP challenge as 
things stand. 

All this tells us is that while we count the mil¬ 
liseconds between the top riders, they are busy 
counting the calories and the milligrams in order 
to gain as much advantage as possible. Now I just 
need to convince myself that I can gain a report¬ 
ing edge by losing a couple of kilos! 
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YAMAHA YZF-R'I 







T here’s a good reason why Yamaha’s latest 
YZF-R1 felt almost fast and light enough to 
be a factory racebike as it carved around the 
Sydney Motorsports Park circuit on its launch, 
hitting roughly 180mph on the main straight 
and scything through the turns with breath¬ 
taking agility. Unlike its predecessors, this 
all-new R1 owes less to the preceding model 
than to Yamaha’s exotic MotoGP missile the 
YZR-M1. 

This 998cc production streetbike doesn’t 
incorporate the pneumatic valve gear or seam¬ 
less-shift gearbox of the Mis raced by Messrs 
Rossi and Lorenzo but it has much in common 
and is notably more racy than any previous 
Rl. Yamaha’s product planners realised that 
following the sports bike market’s slump, the 
riders who remained were a hardcore bunch 
committed to racetrack performance. The 
197bhp rocketship with which the firm returns 
to the fray is designed for them. 

You’ve only got to glance at this Rl to realise 
that it’s distinctly different to the machines 


that came before, dating right back to the 
original model that redefined superbike perfor¬ 
mance in 1998. Its fairing’s nose is as smooth 
as a racebike’s, the normal headlight replaced 
by a tiny LED set low on each side. The bike 
is taller and significantly lighter than the old 
model. Below a race-like screen in its cockpit 
is a compact and colourful digital display. 

It’s the electronics that provides the closest 
connection to the Ml, because the Rl’s race- 
developed system is described by project lead¬ 
er Hideki Fujiwara as having 90 per cent of the 
function of the MotoGP bike’s. Like those of its 
leading European rivals (BMW’s S1000RR and 
Ducati’s 1299 Panigale), the Yamaha is built 
around a nerve centre that uses gyroscopes 
and accelerometers to plot the bike’s move¬ 
ment more than 100 times each second. The 
array of rider aids includes traction control, 
slide control, wheelie control, launch control, 
and lean-angle dependent linked ABS braking. 

All of which might be too, well, controlling if 
they didn’t work so brilliantly seamlessly. 













Much traditional engineering effort has also 
gone into making this R1 by far the most 
powerful and hard-cornering yet. The 16-valve 
engine, which retains Yamaha’s crossplane 
crankshaft layout, has more oversquare dimen¬ 
sions, higher compression ratio, new rocker- 
arm valve operation, and the first fracture-split 
(made in one piece, then cracked in half) 
titanium conrods on a production bike. 


The chassis is also completely new, based 
on an aluminium frame that follows the Ml 
by having a central air intake pipe that runs 
through the headstock to feed a substantially 
enlarged airbox. At 199kg with a full tank the 
R1 is very light, helped by use of lightweight 
alloys: aluminium instead of plastic for the pet¬ 
rol tank, magnesium for the wheels and rear 
subframe, and titanium for the four-into-one 
exhaust system. 









YAMAHA YZF-R1 


The motor is magnificent: hugely powerful and 
also smooth, flexible and characterful for a 
straight four as it bellows that unique cross¬ 
plane sound from the four-into-one exhaust. 

It was respectably strong at low revs, too, 
as much as could be told on track. Throt¬ 
tle response was crisp and accurate, even in 
the most aggressive of the four settings. The 
quick-shifter worked flawlessly, although the 
R1 lacks the auto-blipper that allows clutchless 
downshifts on the S1000RR and Panigale. 

Handling was also outstanding, with a com¬ 
bination of stability and agility that made for 
effortlessly fast cornering. The rigid frame and 
high quality suspension are part of the reason, 
with the electronics also helping. The action 
of the traction and slide control is difficult 


to differentiate but between them they allow 
hard acceleration while exiting a corner, with a 
remarkable degree of safety and control. Stop¬ 
ping power is excellent, aided by Yamaha’s 
Unified Brake System, which adds some rear 
brake when the front is used, and moderates 
this depending on lean. 

The result is a thrillingly rapid, sweet-handling 
and sophisticated machine that is right up 
there scrapping with the best in class in this 
outstanding year for new super-sports bikes. 
The R1 is also competitively priced (at £14,999 
in the UK) and promises to be a fine road bike, 
if inevitably a racy and uncompromising one. 
Whether it is ultimately the quickest of all 
remains to be seen, but there’s no production 
streetbike with a more direct link to the look, 
performance and feel of MotoGP. 















YAMAHA YZF-R1 



YZF-R1M 

Yamaha’s new four also comes in an even 
more racy and refined form. The RIM com¬ 
bines the same engine with a chassis featuring 
carbon-fibre bodywork and Ohlins semi-active 
suspension, which is linked to the bike’s elec¬ 
tronic nerve centre. It’s a superbly effective 
system which, like other semi-active set-ups, 
has the benefit of allowing the suspension to 
be firm when it’s needed (typically the front 
under braking, the rear under acceleration) 
and compliant when it’s not. 

The RIM also comes with a polished alumini¬ 
um tank and swing-arm, a fatter rear tyre and 
a GPS-enabled data-logger. But don’t get your 
hopes up if you want one because it’s being 
built in very small numbers and is sold out in 
most markets, despite a price (£18,499 in the 
UK) far higher than that of the standard Rl. 







ALPINESTARS 

Alpinestars are really stepping up their lim¬ 
ited edition series recently and the latest star 
to get the treatment is Honda’s Eli Tomac who 
benefitted from this special Techstar launch 
at the recent Daytona Supercross (where he 
finished second). The press info from the 
company states: ‘At the iconic Daytona Su¬ 
percross Alpinestars launches a new, limited 
edition apparel and boot collection in collabo¬ 
ration with the GEICO Honda star, featuring 
a specially developed series of jersey, pant, 
gloves and TECH 10 boot in Eli’s person¬ 
ally chosen and exclusive colorway.’ Keep a 
keen watch on MXGP in the coming weeks 
as principal athlete Jeffrey Herlings is likely 
to preview the 2016 line, possibly at the first 
European Grand Prix of the year at Trentino; 
which is reasonably local to the manufactur¬ 
er’s Asolo base. 

www.alpinestars.com 
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SCOTT SPORTS 


Scott Sports excel in quality and conserva¬ 
tive design and some excellent examples can 
be found with their wide range of t-shirts. 
There is literally a colour or scheme to suit 
pretty much any taste and the fitting is decent 
also with a large size quite Euro-orientated 
and not too tight. Have a browse through the 
website. Any Scott stockist should be able to 
order. We have two garments and couldn’t be 
happier with them. 


www.scott-sports.com 
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